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>>
smart iconography guidelines Version 1.0

Hello there.
Welcome to the world of smart iconography!

This guideline presents the status quo of the smart symbol language and 
provides the basis for the creation of further symbols.
All the standards stipulated in this guideline are binding, in order to 
ensure a consistent smart symbol language .
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>> Look & feel.
Linear, clear, bold and simple: the smart symbol language.
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Definition.
A symbol is an icon which communicates an item of information in a simplified 
manner.
New symbols first have to be learnt, in order to subsequently be understood without 
an explanatory note. It is thus expedient to adopt existing, learned symbolism and 
to translate this into the specific design idiom of the smart brand.

Look & feel.
The smart symbol language is linear, clear, bold and simple. Its style is derived from 
the bold design idiom of the FOR smart font family.
In addition to its informative function, it also enriches and promotes the lively, young 
and multi-faceted overall image of the smart brand.
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>> How to manual.
A square grid, 36 units and one line weight.
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Square structure.
All the icons of the smart symbol language are based on a square.
Full use of at least the width or height of the square must always be made when 
creating a new symbol (see units on right). Ideally, full use should be made of 
both the height and width of the grid.
The structure of a symbol is additionally dependent on its subsequent area 
of application. Each symbol is first of all generated in Adobe Illustrator, before 
being finalised for the print and digital areas respectively.

Units & line weights.
The square is horizontally and vertically divided into 36 units. The line weight always 
corresponds to 2 units.
One unit always corresponds to 0.5 mm. Symbols are thus created in the dimensions 18 
x 18 mm. The line weight is always 1 mm.

36 units horizontally

Line weight:
always 2 units.

36 units vertically
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>> Master template.
It all starts with Adobe Illustrator.
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Master template & settings.
A master template is available for creating additional symbols.
The Adobe Illustrator template contains all the relevant pre-settings, 
incl. the necessary grid.

Exceptions.
Only vehicle depictions and navigation elements for digital applications deviate 
from the square structure in terms of their dimensions.
However, as no further requirements are to be expected in this area, the master 
template relates solely to the regular square structure.

Regular square
structure

Deviations (examples)
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>> Overview existing symbols.
An overview of the existing symbols.
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The various file formats for print and digital applications are available 
in the database, including the current general overview.



smart iconography guidelines Version 1.0

>> Overview existing symbols.
An overview of the existing symbols.

8

The various file formats for print and digital applications are available 
in the database, including the current general overview.



smart iconography guidelines Version 1.0

>> Overview existing symbols.
An overview of the existing symbols.

9

The various file formats for print and digital applications are available 
in the database, including the current general overview.



smart iconography guidelines Version 1.0

>> Overview existing symbols.
An overview of the existing symbols.

10

The various file formats for print and digital applications are available 
in the database, including the current general overview.



smart iconography guidelines Version 1.0

>> Overview existing symbols.
An overview of the existing symbols.

11
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>> Dos & don’ts.
In order to ensure a consistent symbol language, here is an overview 
of the most important dos & don’ts.
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Do not distort or compress.

Dos.

The following rules apply when creating new symbols:
> Use the master template only.
> Use the design idiom and components of existing symbols.
> Symbols are always 100% black. Only distinguishing elements are represented in

corresponding colours (e.g. electric green for smart electric drive, red for warnings). 
Colours are contained in the master file.

> Final file to be submitted to HQ (for integration into the symbol language -
see also page 14)

The following rules apply to the application of symbols:
> Symbols are to be used in a purposeful manner. Not as decorative elements or 

for illustrative purposes.
> Where possible, use pictograms on calm, monochrome backgrounds.

Don’ts.

Do not alter the line weight
(proportional scaling only).

No two-dimensional designs, 
always linear.

No use of drop shadows, backgrounds 
or other effects.
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>> Analogue & digital.
Creation of a new symbol for analogue and digital media.
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Creation procedure.
Each symbol is initially created in the master template in accordance with the 
previously stated specifications. This results in the analogue version (Fig. 1).
In order to then create the digital version of the symbol, the line weight must 
be reduced from 1 mm to 0.75 mm (Fig. 2).

Please note the following:
1. Points are not to be reduced (these are always 2 units in size).
2. Typography is also to be excluded from the reduction process and remains identical 

in both versions.
3. In individual cases, details of the digital version require to be optimised in order to    

ensure ideal depiction.

Fig. 1: for analogue applications Fig. 2: for digital applications
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>> Finalisation & submission.
Almost there.
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Finalisation of the symbol.
Both versions of the newly created symbol must be finalised. The lines are converted 
into two-dimensional surfaces with the aid of Pathfinder.

Data for smart HQ.
The following data must then be submitted as a complete package to 
smart_cicd@daimler.com for adoption into the smart symbol language:
> Brief description of function/area of application.
> Analogue symbol as eps file (18 x 18 mm).
> Digital symbol as png file (17.75 x 17.75 cm, 300 dpi).

Linear structure Converted into 2D surface
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>>

smart_cicd@daimler.com

Daimler AG
smart/MM
Communication Strategy & Brand Protection
HPC H336

Leibnizstr. 2
71032 Boeblingen
Germany
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Further information
We tried to be as clear as possible but if you still have any more questions don’t hesitate to ask 
the smart ci/cd team.

To keep our database up to date, we would appreciate it if you could forward newly produced pictograms to us.
Thank you.


